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3.20   SCOPE AND PROCEDURE FOR LODGING PETITIONS 
  

Application:  applies to the Assembly only. 
 
A. Any member of the public or representative of an organisation may request 

in accordance with this Standing Order that a Member of the Assembly 
presents a petition to a plenary meeting[1] of the Assembly concerning any 
matter: 

 
(1) within the responsibilities of the Mayor of London or London 

Assembly, or the Functional Bodies; or 
  
(2) otherwise of importance to Londoners, including those who visit, live 

or work in Greater London.  
 
B. In order to be considered a petition must: 
 

(1) be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the 
case may be);  

 
(2) clearly indicate the name and contact telephone number and address 

of the person organising the petition, or where the petition was 
organised on the internet, its data controller[2]; 

  
(3) be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes 

the “prayer” of the petition (the “prayer” is the formal request or 
other matter that the petition is about) or, if the petition was 
organised on the internet, clearly demonstrate that internet users 
who subscribed to the petition knew what the prayer was; 

  
(4) include each petitioner’s name and address (sufficient that the 

person and their address can be identified), as well as his/her 
signature or, where the petition was organised on the internet, their 
names and email addresses;  

 
(5) indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the 

petition. 
 
C. Written notice of intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting, 

together with a copy of it, must be delivered to the Executive Director of 
Secretariat by no later than 12 noon six clear working days before the date 
of the meeting.   

 
D. The Executive Director of Secretariat will look at the petition to ensure that 

it complies with the requirements of this Standing Order and will bring any 
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problem or defect to the Chair’s attention.  Any requests to inspect the 
petition should be directed to the Executive Director of the Secretariat.  

 
E.   The Chair may rule on the admissibility of the petition and may exclude 

reject any that fail to comply with this Standing Order. 
 
F.   Petitions may not be presented to committees or to the Assembly’s Annual 

Meeting or to either of the two Assembly Budget Meetings.  Any requests 
to inspect the petition should be directed to the Executive Director of the 
Secretariat. 

 
 
 
 
 
Notes and definitions 
 
[1]  An Assembly plenary meeting in paragraph A is one that is not an MQT, the 
Annual Meeting or an Assembly Budget Meeting.  
 
[2]  “Data controller” in paragraph B(2) above has the meaning given to it in the 
Data Protection Act 1998 as (subject to subsection 1(4) of that Act): “a person 
who (either alone or jointly or in common with other persons) determines the 
purposes for which and the manner in which any personal data are, or are to be, 
processed.”  Section 1(4) states: “Where personal data are processed only for 
purposes for which they are required by or under any enactment to be processed, 
the person on whom the obligation to process the data is imposed by or under 
that enactment is for the purposes of this Act the data controller.” 
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3.21 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS TO THE ASSEMBLY 
 

Application:  applies to the Assembly only. 
 
A.   An Assembly Member presenting a petition accepted under Standing Order 

3.20 shall do so by reading out the request or “prayer” of the petition (but 
not the names of the signatories).  Otherwise, on that occasion he or she 
shall not speak on the petition and the petition will not be debated.  Where 
the prayer of a petition is very long, the Assembly Member presenting the 
petition may, at the discretion of the Chair, be permitted to summarise the 
prayer. 

 
B. If the Assembly Member due to present the petition is not in attendance, 

an alternative Assembly Member may present it subject to the permission 
of the Chair. 

 
C. The Assembly will decide, by a vote without debate, whether or not to 

forward the petition to the Mayor, a Functional Body, a committee or some 
other appropriate organisation with a request for a response to the points 
made in the prayer to the petition. 

 
D. Any response received will be reported to the Assembly for information and 

forwarded to the petition’s organiser. 
 
E.   The petition, including the text of the prayer but not its signatories, will be 

reported in the minutes of the meeting to which it was presented.  The 
subsequent response (if any) received will be published in the minutes of 
the next appropriate Assembly meeting.  

 
F. Once presented to the Assembly, and for such time afterwards as a copy of 

the petition is retained by Secretariat on behalf of the Assembly, the names 
and addresses in the petition will constitute “exempt information” as 
defined in Part VA of the LGA 1972, and should not be accessible to the 
members of public or to Members of the Authority, if the public interest in 
not allowing such access to the names and addresses outweighs the public 
interest in allowing access.  

 


